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CHAPTER   III.

THE  PURITAN   EXODUS.

IF a Puritan, just come to Massachusetts Bay,
had been asked what phrase would best describe
his singular emigration, he might have answered,
in his religious intensity and sincerity, that it should
be called the New Exodus. If questioned further,
he would have stoutly affirmed that the Puritans,
once more-in the economy of Heaven, had become
a chosen people, and, on denial, would have pointed
to the Covenant which they had formally made with
God as proof. For indeed there was a correspon-
dence in fortune between the Puritans and the Chil-
dren of Israel. The Puritan, too, had come out of
the Egypt where the Pharaohs were the archbishops
and the idolatry was out of Mass Book and Prayer
Book. He, too, had passed the Red Sea, which, if
not divided in his behoof, had yet availed by dis-
tance to keep back his enemy from his track. He,
too, had left the pyramids of an old civilization, rich
in the storied monuments of palace and cathedral,
for the wild, and the Promised Land which lay at
the end of his travail. Above all, both Hebrews and
Puritans worshipped the same Jehovah, the statute-
book of whom had become the supreme authority to her sword as she took the field against the
